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AMP Statewide Results Compared to the SBAs
[bookmark: _GoBack]AMP measures the content contained in the new rigorous standards for mathematics and English language arts that Alaska adopted in 2012. The tests are harder, and this is reflected in the percentage of students who will be “meeting standards” on AMP. On the state’s previous assessments, the Standards Based Assessments (SBAs), around 80 percent of students statewide were proficient in reading and around 60-75 percent were proficient in mathematics. On AMP, around 30-40 percent of students will be at Level 3 or Level 4 for English language arts. Levels 3 and 4 represent “meeting standards.” For mathematics, around 20-40 percent of students will be at Level 3 or Level 4.  
Baseline Year 
The lower percentage of students who are meeting standards in AMP as compared to the percentage proficient on the SBAS in the past does not indicate a decline in student achievement. The standards and tests are now harder. No level on AMP represents failure. Levels 1 and 2 represent “partially meets standards”; the focus will be on growth. The first administration of AMP in the spring of 2015 is the baseline year. We expect students to improve and AMP scores to increase as teachers and students become more familiar with the standards.

